Name_____________________________________Hour_____Date_________________Science 9 Cloud Formation Notes

Cloud Formation
· The amount of water vapor needed for saturation _______________and relative humidity ___________________.

· Water vapor begins to condense in small drops around the __________________________________________________________________
· Drops become ________________________________ and form______________.

Cloud Classification

· Clouds are classified by ______________and ______________.

· Classification identifies clouds by height of ________________________
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· Stratus- for______________________________________________________
· Usually form at ________________________
· Associated with both fair _________________ and __________________
· _______________________ is a stratus cloud.
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· Cumulus clouds are described as_________________________, 
often with white bases.

· May tower to ______________________.

· Associated with fair _________________ and _______________.
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· Cirrus clouds usually appear ________________or_______________.

· High, thin ________________________
· Associated with fair_____________ but may indicate an ________________
Cloud Classification - height

· ___________ that describe the altitude of clouds

· ____________- high clouds; base starts at 6000m

· ____________ – middle elevation clouds; base is between 2000-6000m

· ____________ – clouds below 2000m

Cloud Classification – altitude 



Examples
· Cirrostratus – ____________________, look like veils, usually with fair weather

· Altostratus – _____________________, look like thick veils or sheets of grey

· Produce ________________ and ________________________ rain

Rain capacity of clouds

· __________________ clouds – dark clouds associated with precipitation

· __________________ cloud-it is both a cumulus cloud and a nimbus cloud; think thunderstorms

· __________________ clouds –bring long steady rain

Practice-Clouds are named based on the Latin word for what they look like to an observer on the ground.

· Cumulus = heaped, or bunched up

· Stratus = layered, in layers

· Cirrus = curl, or curl of hair, strand of hair

· Nimbus = rain, or wet
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